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brought upon it the maximum of odium. A hollow
reconciliation was soon patched up between the rival
factions (March 15 03), and Elizabeth was summoned
to evacuate Havre. She refused, loudly complaining
of the Huguenots for deserting her. She " had come
to the quiet possession of Havre without force or any
other unlawful means, and she had good reason to keep
it." Up to this time the fiction of peace between the
two nations had been maintained. It was now open
war. It is only fair to Elizabeth to say that all her
Council and the whole nation were even hotter than
she was. The garrison of Havre, with their commander
Warwick, were eager for the fray. They would " make
the French cock cry Click," they would " spend the
last drop of their blood before the French should fasten
a foot/ in the town." The inhabitants were all expelled,
and the HI"ego begun, Cond6 as well as the Catholics
appearing in the Queen-mother's army. After a
valiant defence the English, reduced to a handful of
men by typhus, sailed away (July 28, 1503). Peace
was concluded early in the next year (April 1564).
Elizabeth did not repeat her mistake. Thenceforward
to the end of her reign we shall find her carefully
cultivating friendly relations with every ruler of
France.